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Legal disclaimer
Alibaba Cloud reminds you to carefully read and fully understand the terms and condit ions of this legal
disclaimer before you read or use this document. If you have read or used this document, it  shall be
deemed as your total acceptance of this legal disclaimer.

1. You shall download and obtain this document  from the Alibaba Cloud website or other Alibaba
Cloud-authorized channels, and use this document  for your own legal business act ivit ies only. T he
content  of this document  is considered confident ial informat ion of Alibaba Cloud. You shall
st rict ly abide by the confident iality obligat ions. No part  of this document  shall be disclosed or
provided to any third party for use without  the prior writ ten consent  of Alibaba Cloud.

2. No part  of this document  shall be excerpted, t ranslated, reproduced, t ransmit ted, or
disseminated by any organizat ion, company or individual in any form or by any means without  the
prior writ ten consent  of Alibaba Cloud.

3. T he content  of this document  may be changed because of product  version upgrade, adjustment,
or other reasons. Alibaba Cloud reserves the right  to modify the content  of this document
without  not ice and an updated version of this document  will be released through Alibaba Cloud-
authorized channels from t ime to t ime. You should pay at tent ion to the version changes of this
document  as they occur and download and obtain the most  up-to-date version of this document
from Alibaba Cloud-authorized channels.

4. T his document  serves only as a reference guide for your use of Alibaba Cloud products and
services. Alibaba Cloud provides this document  based on the "status quo", "being defect ive", and
"exist ing funct ions" of its products and services. Alibaba Cloud makes every effort  to provide
relevant  operat ional guidance based on exist ing technologies. However, Alibaba Cloud hereby
makes a clear statement  that  it  in no way guarantees the accuracy, integrity, applicability, and
reliability of the content  of this document, either explicit ly or implicit ly. Alibaba Cloud shall not
take legal responsibility for any errors or lost  profits incurred by any organizat ion, company, or
individual arising from download, use, or t rust  in this document. Alibaba Cloud shall not , under
any circumstances, take responsibility for any indirect , consequent ial, punit ive, cont ingent ,
special, or punit ive damages, including lost  profits arising from the use or t rust  in this document
(even if Alibaba Cloud has been not ified of the possibility of such a loss).

5. By law, all the contents in Alibaba Cloud documents, including but  not  limited to pictures,
architecture design, page layout , and text  descript ion, are intellectual property of Alibaba Cloud
and/or its affiliates. T his intellectual property includes, but  is not  limited to, t rademark rights,
patent  rights, copyrights, and t rade secrets. No part  of this document  shall be used, modified,
reproduced, publicly t ransmit ted, changed, disseminated, dist ributed, or published without  the
prior writ ten consent  of Alibaba Cloud and/or its affiliates. T he names owned by Alibaba Cloud
shall not  be used, published, or reproduced for market ing, advert ising, promot ion, or other
purposes without  the prior writ ten consent  of Alibaba Cloud. T he names owned by Alibaba Cloud
include, but  are not  limited to, "Alibaba Cloud", "Aliyun", "HiChina", and other brands of Alibaba
Cloud and/or its affiliates, which appear separately or in combinat ion, as well as the auxiliary
signs and patterns of the preceding brands, or anything similar to the company names, t rade
names, t rademarks, product  or service names, domain names, patterns, logos, marks, signs, or
special descript ions that  third part ies ident ify as Alibaba Cloud and/or its affiliates.

6. Please direct ly contact  Alibaba Cloud for any errors of this document.
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Document conventions
Style Description Example

 Danger
A danger notice indicates a situation
that will cause major system changes,
faults, physical injuries, and other
adverse results.

 Danger:

Resetting will result in the loss of
user configuration data.

 Warning
A warning notice indicates a situation
that may cause major system changes,
faults, physical injuries, and other
adverse results.

 Warning:

Restarting will cause business
interruption. About 10 minutes are
required to restart an instance.

 Notice
A caution notice indicates warning
information, supplementary
instructions, and other content that
the user must understand.

 Notice:

If the weight is set to 0, the server
no longer receives new requests.

 Note
A note indicates supplemental
instructions, best practices, tips, and
other content.

 Note:

You can use Ctrl + A to select all
files.

> Closing angle brackets are used to
indicate a multi-level menu cascade.

Click Settings> Network> Set network
type.

Bold
Bold formatting is used for buttons ,
menus, page names, and other UI
elements.

Click OK.

Courier font Courier font is used for commands Run the cd /d C:/window  command to
enter the Windows system folder.

Italic Italic formatting is used for
parameters and variables.

bae log list --instanceid

Instance_ID

[] or [a|b]
This format is used for an optional
value, where only one item can be
selected.

ipconfig [-all|-t]

{} or {a|b}
This format is used for a required
value, where only one item can be
selected.

switch {active|stand}
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This topic describes the FAQ of Serverless workflow.

Questions
What is Serverless Workflow?
How does Serverless Workflow work?
What are the advantages of Serverless Workflow?
How long is the maximum execution time of a flow supported by Serverless Workflow?
How can I execute a flow in Serverless Workflow?
Which language can be used to compile a flow of Serverless Workflow?
Is Serverless Workflow integrated with Cloud Monitor?
Is Serverless Workflow integrated with event sources?

What is Serverless Workflow?
Serverless workflow is a fully managed cloud service that coordinates distributed tasks. You can
orchestrate distributed tasks by defining foreach steps, choice steps, or parallel steps in flows.
Serverless workflow coordinates task executions based on the defined steps to track the status
transition of each step. When necessary, it  executes the user-defined retry logic to ensure the
smooth completion of a flow. Serverless workflow provides the logging and auditing features to
monitor flow executions, allowing you to diagnose and debug applications.

How does Serverless Workflow work?
You can use Serverless workflow to orchestrate a series of function resources, define both the
input and output of each step in a flow, and use built-in control steps to orchestrate complex
logic, initiate parallel executions, manage timeout settings, or terminate the flow. In addition,
Serverless Workflow provides a graphical interface to visualize the status and sequence of each
execution and the real-time status of each step, and provides a detailed record of each
execution.
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What are the advantages of Serverless Workflow?
Service orchestration capabilities: Serverless workflow avoids repeated orchestration,
maintains step and execution status, and implements distributed task communication. It  also
provides visualized flow orchestration and status monitoring tools.
Smooth architecture evolution: Serverless workflow can coordinate applications defined in
different languages on different infrastructures and networks. Serverless workflow can
implement coordination during smooth migration between hybrid clouds, or from a private
cloud or Apsara Stack to a hybrid cloud and then to a public cloud, or from a monolithic
architecture to a microservices architecture.
Fully-managed O&M and pay-as-you-go: Serverless workflow frees maintenance personnel
from maintaining the infrastructure and provides secure, highly available, fault-tolerant, and
highly durable services. Serverless workflow allows flows at any scale to run at a high
concurrency. Concurrency scaling is transparent to users. In addition, users only need to pay
the step transition fees.
Visual display of application status: Serverless workflow provides a visual interface to display
flows and view execution status. This allows business personnel, developers, and O&M
personnel to obtain consistent information, reducing communication costs.

How long is the maximum execution time of a flow supported by
Serverless Workflow?
Serverless workflow supports a flow execution of up to one year.

How can I execute a flow in Serverless Workflow?
You can run a defined flow in the Serverless Workflow console or run flows by calling API
operations or using Serverless Workflow SDK. You can also use Function Compute to execute
flows and process data from different event sources.

Which language can be used to compile a flow of Serverless Workflow?
Serverless workflow provides Flow Definition Language (FDL) to help you implement business
logic as compiling program code. For more information, see Overview.

Is Serverless Workflow integrated with Cloud Monitor?
Serverless workflow sends flow execution metrics to Cloud Monitor, so you can track the metrics
and set alerts by using Cloud Monitor.

Is Serverless Workflow integrated with event sources?
Serverless workflow is not integrated with event sources. The cloud services that are integrated
with Serverless Workflow work as event producers. You can call the  StartExecution  API
operation to forward the events generated by event sources to Serverless workflow by using
Function Compute. For more information, see Triggers.
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